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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

As all have likely moved from enjoying the snow to wishing it was gone, I would like to provide another update 

as we all navigate the struggles and challenges associated with life and education in the midst of a pandemic.   

 

Unfortunately, Wharton falls into an area with higher virus and exposure numbers.  However, with this higher 

rate, our schools have been able to remain open for hybrid “in-person” instruction, while districts in our 

immediate area have had to remain with “fulltime remote learning.”  Additionally, our district has been able to 

offer “in-person” instruction as “full days” since September.  While this was a daunting task, the district wanted 

to offer as much “in-person” instruction as possible from the very first day of school.  Each district is faced with 

atypical matters and challenges that are unique to their individual towns and must work closely with the 

Department of Health for location specific guidance. 

 

Our area remains in the “Orange” or “High Risk” category on the New Jersey Department of Health/CDC 

COVID-19 Regional Risk Matrix.  You will find this matrix at the conclusion of this letter. 

 

As we became more experienced in providing education services in this “new normal”, the district was able to 

offer increased amounts of “in-person” instruction to our Multiply Disabled classrooms (four days per week).  In 

addition to that, the district has augmented “behavior/academic coaches” to meet with and work with students 

needing support.  Moving forward, I would like to begin to safely add increased levels of “in-person” instruction 

to all.   

“Flex Mondays” have provided our teachers and staff the invaluable resource of professional 

development and time to design methods and plans to better serve the children and, also, to invite 

individual students for additional support.  As written in the District’s “Restart and Recovery Plan”, “Flex 

Mondays” will continue as needed and address learning gaps, until its value is outweighed by the loss of 

instructional time. 

Beginning Monday, February 22, we will re-open the district for “in-person” instruction on Mondays, 

while maintaining our hybrid cohorts.  To maintain consistency of plans that individual families have 

made to accommodate current schedules, each child’s current schedule will remain the same and 

Monday’s will rotate between the two cohorts.  Your child’s building principal will provide follow up 

information to you. 

It is my hope to continue to return to “normal” and provide the best for our students and staff, while 

adhering to the guidelines and recommendation of our Department of Health.  Thank you for your 

continued support. 

Stay safe! 
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